James I.

2. Speech of James I at the opening of Parliament,
19 March, 1604.

It did no sooner please God to lighten his hand, and relent
the violence of his devouring angel against the poor people of
this city, but as soon did I resolve to call this parliament, and
that for three chief and principal reasons. The first whereof is
. . . that you . . . may with your own ears hear, and that I out
of my own mouth may deliver unto you, the assurance of my
due thankfulness for your so joyful and general applause to the
declaring and receiving of me in this seat, which God, hy my
birthright ajid lineal descent, hadT in the fulness of time,
prjovidedjpxme . . .

For expressing of my thankfulness, I must resort unto the
other two reasons of my convening this parliament ... As to
the first, it is the blessings which God hath, in my person,
bestowed upon you all ... The first then of these blessings
which God hath jointly with my person sent unto you, is
outward peace ; that is, peace abroad with all foreign neigh-
bours . . . But, although outward peace be a great blessing, yet
is it as far inferior to peace within, as civil wars are more
cruel and unnatural than wars abroad. And therefore the
second great blessing that God hath, with my person, sent unto
you, is peace within, and that in a double form : first, by my
descent lineally out of the loins of Henry VII is reunited and
confirmed in me the union of the two princely roses of the two
houses of Lancaster and York . , .

But the union of these two princely houses is nothing com-
parable to the union of two ancient and famous kingdoms,
which is the other inward peace annexed to my person ... If
we were io look no higher than to natural and physical reasons,
We may easily be persuaded of the great benefits that by that
union do redound to the whole island ; for if twenty thousand
men be a strong army, is not the double thereof, forty thousand,
a double the stronger army ? . . . But what should we stick
upon any natural appearance, when it is manifest that God, by
his Almighty Providence, hath pre-ordained it so to be ? Hath
not God first United these two kingdoms, both in language and
religion and similitude of manners ? Yea, hath he not made